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| 1 1.” How X 111. Ver. I 
i. 0 I/rael, thou hafF deſtroyed thy ſelf, 


but in me is thy help. 


za ouph Iſraels name ſpeak out his/glorious ad- 
Z2q vancement and priviledge bes ond ail other 


2) partiesin the world, yer Iſrael may Cometa 
be in a very low condition, even to be den 
ſtrojed in all appearance , andcut off, a 

res. O [Iſrael thou deſtroyed thy ſelf. Ir is true, the 

3 ſoveraigne hand in the Jow condition of his 


F ceople , and it is true alſo, thar Iſraels enemies have 2 
F 5:car hand in their low condition , for which they wit 
| pet ne&thanks from God, burir isas true that Ifracl hath 4 
ef principal hand in this his Jow AR mi 6 | 
Þ' ring his own overtbrow.O Iſrael thou haſt deſtroyed j Jo 
FT ->; is the iniquity of his people tha: a berwixt hiny 

I andchem. If: 59. 2» Beholdthe 1 ord: 

Thr it cannot ſave » veither 3s his car heavy, that it cannot hear 


hand is not ſhirmel 


bz your iniquity hath ſeparat betwixr you and your God, and 
Four ſins have hid his face from you » - that he will not beay.. | 
And though many in Iſracl are now and then raking witts - 


thewg. 


z A Sermon of 
their own overthrow and deſtruction? yet athrough, re: 
all; and right convictionof this is not ſoon faftned on]. 
; Iſrael. ' The Lord many times in this prophecy bath rold| | 
_ them that their deſtruction was of themlelves, and h 
bath uſed ſeverall arguments to bear in the convifion 
hereof upon them in the preceeding part of rhis Chapt: 
and yet inthe texr he comes over it again , andleaves it off - 
new attheir door » as if he had ſaid , I have often rold 
you before, and have proven from the beginning of this 
Chap. that ye have ruined and overthrown yourſelves by 
your fin : Burt becaufe ye are net throughly enough con- 
vinced of it, Itell you again of it , .apain confider of it, 
and lay it more ſeriouſly ro hearr. O Iſrael, thou haft de-| 
ſtroyed thyſelf. which ſayes + thar it is nor eaſy to bind on 
the Lords people a through , right and real conviction 
that they have a main and chief hand by their fin in their 
own overthrow and deſtruction. 
- TheLords people may be brought under ftroaks rx. 
To acknowledge that their Low condition and overthrow 
is from the Lord. , 2. They may be brought ro blame | 
Adverſaries,, as being the inſtruments in Gods hand of 
their trouble. 3. They may blame their own fin. asthe 
cauſe of their ruine, but a through , reall, and righe 
convidtion of this they are not eafily brought vnto, which 
bath theſe four qualifications. I. It muſt be perſonal, 
Some will grant, that it is fin that hath ruined the Church 
of God, but will not lerir light thar it is their fin. 2, 
Ir muſt. be particular, Ir is nor only my fin, but it is this 
' andrhat fin in me thar hath done it. 3. It muſtbeapun- 
gent, wounding convidtlon of fin , - as the cauſe of rheir 
ruine, a conviction which makes the heart fick , which 
is very rare. Many will blawe themſelves, and particu- 
Jarly many fins they are guilry of, and will grant they have 
a band in bringing much wo and wrack on the Land and 
on themſelves, and yer will not be affected for all rhar. 


4. Ir mult be an abiding permanent conviction. m_ 
- who. 


M, William Guthrey. i 


who have obrained the former three, come $horr-in this. 


| many have been ſo far convinced of fin, oftheir own 


finnes, aShaving agreat hand in all rhe wrath lying upon 
us, and haye hung down their heads like a bulrush fora 
day, but theſe affe&tions have not bidden, they have not 


- Carried that weight alongs with them, as a_ counterbal- 


lance to other things, till rhe Lords wrath was turned 
away from themſelves, and from the Land, 

Whar are themarks ofa through, real, and right con- 
viction that we have deſtroyed our ſ:lves, and have had a 
vreat hand inthe deftruCtion of Iſrael by our fin® Anſws 
Theywho are rightly convinced,theylay their hand upon 
their mouth ; they are filent before rhe Lord, norwith- 
ftanding of all thar he hath done, is doiny, or may do 
to them and to the land ; ſo far are they from complain= 
ing and repining for any thing thatis come upon then. 
Pſ. 39. 9. Iwas dumb, andopened net my mouth , becauſe 
chou O Lord didit. There was a man rigbtly convinced 
of ſin. As long as a perſon or people multiply complaints 
of heavy burdens and fad rhings.on them, there is nora - 
through , real , and right conviction faftned on their 
heart, for as ſoon asthe conviction is through, they will - 
be dumb, nor opening their mourh. and Lam. 2- 39. 
mwherefore doth a living man complain, a man for the ge, 1 
ofhis ſim? willa rational man, if he bea man and nor a 
beait, complain for any croſs diſpenſation ? he will not, 
for it is the Puniſhmenr of his fin, and heis puniſhed leſs 
than his iniquitiesdeferye. 2, They are buſy in ſearch- 

ing out the wayes wherebythey have broughr deſtrution 
on themſelves and the Church, Lam.'3. v. 40, Let us 
fearch and try our wayes. Every manthat is throughly, re 
ally and Ngary convinced, that he hath had ahandin the 
overthrow of the people of God , he will ſearch and la- 
'bour to find out what is the hand he hath bad init. $3» 
A. right , real and through conviction hath following 
a im 


= 


- 
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Init a ſudden and hafty reformation of theſe evils, which 
haveprocured and drawn on thatwrath. And for we to 
ſay, tharT have laid my fin to heart, as being convinced, 
- that | have hada hand in this wrath thar is on the Church 
and people of God, and can father it on this and rhat evil 
In my ſelf, and yet Iftudy not toremoveit , itis buta 
fancy and nor areal and through conviction. And though 
I wonid fay; Iam convinced , I bur lie- for, would I 
hold a ftroak on my ſelfand others,if 1 judgedit a ftroak, 
and that my ſinnes procured it, if by any means I could 
| remove it? This isalfo clear from Lam 3 4o. Let 
turn again tothe Lord , A through , real ,.and right con- 
viction of fin, and of our ruine by ſin, brings every man 
to ſeek to reforme whar is amiſs. 4- It makes the perſon 
diligently plead at thethron of grace for mercy, reconci- 
lation ad peace with God through a Mediator. ſpeak 
of other things what ye will, thar ſticks moſt in the hearr 
of a throughly convinced finner. Lam. 3. 41- Ler ws 
lift up our bearts , with,our hands, or in our hands to God un 
zbe heavens.” Speak to ſuch a Sinner of a delivery,and of 
this and that promiſing meane. and of an outgate , they 
Genify not much ro him without the peace and fayour 
of God, moyen in heaven isthatwhich moſt bulks in his 
eye. 5. They whoarerightly convinced , when ever 
they hear or obſerve any new emergent, or declaration of 
Godswrath, or evidence that he is angry, they nor only 
look upon.ſin, as procuring it, but much shame and con- 
_ Fufion fills"their face. Alas! we bur ſport with terrible 
emergents of Gcds wrarh and avger, while we tell 
them over as newes, and never reflect upon our ſelves, 
nor are ashamed., nor blush as procuring them. If we 
were convinced , that we by our fin have a hand in har- 
ling the people of God before theſe miſerable, * un hap 
enſnaring Courts , is it poſſible but we would-blus 


and be achamed. Ye would think it ſtrange, if one 
; Should 
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 hould comein and tell you, ſuch a man is harled before 


rhe Commiſſion Court, anorher is impriſoned or confi. 
ned, andyechadahandinit; bur if ye were convinced, 


* thar ir is rtght true, your hand was in ir, would ye not be 
. ashamed of ir? Never think that ye are throughly, and 


rightly convinced , or that you really think your fin had a 
band in- fach a thing , rill you alſo rhink that ye have 
reaſon tobe ahamed, and totake shame to your ſelf for 
every thing you hear of that Kind. 6. They that have 
ſuch a conviction will not be fortifiedwith every delivery 
or out gate, except the bond be taken off, andthe Lord 
remove the quarrel and fn,thar brought on theſtroak. I 
queſtion not bnt this may be a challenge to all che Lords 
ople, that they haye been content of, and would have 
een atany outgate or delivery , bat is that each one'of 
us to reſemble the children of a King, & ſuch a King in- 
our ſufferings, who $hould ſay ( and would ſay ifrightly 
Convinced ) no ourgate, except God glve repentance, 
take away ſin, loeſe bands, and heal backſlidings. And 
I would ask you, have any of you this for your work and 
buſineſs, for which you plead at his throne? The rightly 
convinced ſoul ſayes, Lord , either deliver thy people 
from iniquity , or letthem ly as they are, either Jooſe 
our bonds, or no deliverance will content us ; for rhey 
know any outward delivery could ſignify little or no- 
thing to them » except iniquity were removed, & their 
bonds looſed & backflidings healed , becauſe otherwiſe 
there would be anew browſt upon the back of it, 7. 
They can pur a blanck inGodshand , to fill up whar ſuf- 


ferings he pleaſeth. Tr isnot their care and fear whar 


may beinflicted on them, they are reſolute to ſuffer whar 
everhe thinks good and thar patiently. Mic. 7. I will 
bear the indignation of the Lord becauſe I have ſinned againit 
bim , I will juxtify the Lord, and fit filent, not only 
under what he hath done , but under whar he hall doro 

| m4 me, 
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me , and will neyer ask a reaſon of his dealing, for T 
' know heis holy and juſt , and can do me no wrong 3 and 


when it 1s ſo, then Irake up my ſelf deſtroying iothe | 


right bew, and am convinced [ have a principal band 
init, and will ſay, righteouſneſs belongerh unto God , 
but shame and s 

an high and eminent reſentment of new diſcovered fin, 
whether in themſelves or in others; and we will find ſome 


ftrange thoughts of reſentment that this conviction hath: : 


driven ſome to in Scripture, as inthat holy man Ezrag. 
V. 3. who when he hearsof the fin of the affinity of the 
people with ſtrangers, he rends bis mentle , aud plucks out 
the hair of his head and beard; his heart faileshim , and he 
falls down upon his face as dead ; thatisan high reſent- 
ment, and an evidenceof athrough conviction. And 
if ſuch a conviction be > when ye hear tell that tbis or 
tharman has {lipped in afin, to the bringing of more mi- 
ſery on the people of God , ye willalſo reſentit ſadly. 
ye willalſo find another high reſentment of new diſcove- 
red fin in Phinehas Numb. 25. When he ſees Zimry and 
Cozbyin the at of uncleanneſs, he ſteps out ofhis ſtarion 
and ftricksrhem both thorow the belly, Alas !-ifthere 
were zeal inus» flowing from a right conviction of fin, 
when we hear this man falls in this fin, and another in 
drunkenneſs, athird hath taken that wicked declaration, 
ourhearts would riſe in high reſentments of the thivgs ; 
our hatred of them would be ſo irreconcileable., we 
could nordipeſt them, or our hearts would fail us arthe 
new diſcoveri:s efvew fin and guilc, new fin would make 
us fit down aſtoniſhed, and nothing would weaken our 
hope and make us deſpond bur that alone. 

Vſe 1. Be nor eaſily ſ:risfied with your ſelf; under any 
convictions fcr fin-ye winart, under all this miſery thar is 
come upon the Church and People of God and upon 
your ſelves. | 


onfuſion of facerome, 8. They bave 
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Vf; 2. Never reſt ill ye get aconvidton qualified with, 

that fourfold qualification. 1. Till your conviction be 
poregug , that you bring home things to your felf, and 
e madeto ſay, I amtheman3 Gods angry at me, and 


T have procured this wrathro the Land , and tomy felf., 


2. Reſt nor till ye come to Particulars , this and thar 
which I have done, and am guiſty of, isthe cauſeof 
all his deſolation, ruine and overthrow ; generall con- 


Feffions will not doir, 3. Reſt nottill your heart be 


kindly affe&ted with the fins ye are conyinced of; ſeek 
the conviction may be pungent and wounding. 4+ Let 
nor your conviction be tranſient , bur ſeek it may bean 
abiding conviction. The wrath that is on us is n0 tran- 
fient ring ; itis like a cloud thar is ſeiled over us» and it 
Is a ſore matter , that our conviction ſhould nor be a ſer- 
led and abiding conviction. 

Vſe. 3- Ler me ſay, I fear upon triall, that by the 
marks that have been given , arhrough, reall, and 
right conviction of fin be very rare , and there be few 
found, for al{thar's come and gone, that have laid this 
marter rightly to heart. - OIſrael thou haſt deſtroved thy ſelf. 


Do ye think that the Lords people have been weeping . + 
theſe three or four years under a through conviction of 


their fin , and rhar the Lord regardsnot their tears.? No 
ſurely , this is not it, wehave not been humbled and 
weeping 3 and therefore , think it not ſtrange , thatzr 
be with us asat thisday, The Lordspeople meet and 
pray , andthere 1s no anſwer returned , but.oneill upon 
the back. of another ; and the prophane are ſtumbled 
and hardned , when they ſee ſucceſs doth follow their 


. prayers, and they do proſper in their way- | In this we 


areto Clear the Lord and blame ourſelves. I'doubrno- 
thing , burif from a through real conviction , thar we 
navervined our ſelves by our fin , we have been hum- 
bling ourſelyes before God, we ſhould either by this time 


a 4 | have 


N I. a 
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have hadan outgate, or known better the ourgate and 
. mindofGod concerning the continuance of our triall & 
ourgare; orar leatt we ſhould have had ſome roken for | play 
ood ſhewed untous from the Lord. Ob! have we been | nor 
tient before the Lord under our conviction,6 pur from | usu 
our complaining ? have we been buſied in ſearcning out. | ant 
our fins, whereby we havedeftroyed ourſelves & others? Þ he! 
have we made hatteto reforme theſe evils we found upon [| the 
ſearch? havejwediligently pleaded ac thethrone of grace | 4b: 
for pardonand peace with God, and the looſing of our || an« 
bonds? have we upon every new declaration of wrath | an« 
been aſhamed , as having a deep hand in drawing ir |bu 
forth > would we be ſatisfied with no ourgate, nor pro- | ih 
miling mean of delivery , excepr the Lord free us of the | us 
yoke of our tranſgreſſions ; and heal our backſlidings > | th 
have we been brought ro put a blanck in Gods handto | ſe: 
afflict us as hepleaſeth? haye we in zeal highly reſented | he 
new diſcovering of fin and wrarh'? No doybr there are lin 
many , who think there is no wrath upon Scotland,and ry 
that 1ſrae! 1s in a good caſe, and harh nor deftroyed Jar 
himſelf, Bur oh! areye ſo blind? are ye not convinced | at 
tharGod hathprophaned the Church and Stare of Scoe- - | yi 
Jand:, that he hath looſed the girdle of our Nobles, |S 
and hath made their authority yile and contemprible 
before the people? that all our precious things are taken 
captive by the Adverſary ; Thar our Interpreters, each 
of them one of a thouſand , areſomeofrhem baniſked , 
Others ofthem confined , and'agodleſs propbane pack 
put intheirrcome? do ye not yet ſee, how the Lard is 
ruined and deſtroyed , andthe flocks of the Lords peo 
ple ſcattered ? & are theſe things &X many moe no evi= 
 dences of Gods wrath? I would not wish to any man ſuch 
2 meaſure of wrath, as is on thar man Who thinks 
there is' vo wrarh upon Scor'and: Again , Arc there not 
many of you' {a:nt heazed ? Is not yuur ſpitit & en. 
PE an 
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and valiantneſs for the truth gone? And isthat noevi- 

dence of wrath > I doubr nething , buriris a parc of our. 
plague , that we are as Ephraim , a filly dove without heart, 
\nordo I deny that a manifeſt breach of Covenant lyes on 
us upon that account; bur this 1s notall. ]/rae/ hath ſinned, 
am therefore is his heart faint, and his hands feeble, and 


{ he fled beforethe purſuer,, would ye know then, why 


the people of God are ſo taint hearted and weak > why 
Abners hands were bound , and he died as afool for in, 


| and want ofa through , real and right conviction for fin, 


and not turning to God? otherwiſe 1 nothing doubr , 
but they bad been as bread to us rhis day ; and one of us 


| thould have chaſed a thouſand ofthem who now baniſh 


us, and barle us to priſon. There is no hope asto this 
thing ,. ll once we be brought to know and be made 
ſenible , we have deſtroyed our ſelves, And if we have a 
heart to believe this Text, and thegreat Truth contained 
inis, it is your fin hath ruined you, and ſeparated be. 
wwizt God and you. Why fit ye ſtilllooking one upon 
another ? Ariſe, asit is ſaid of Exrs, he aroicand fell 
about rhe Confeſſion of fin, aud they entered into a Co- 
yvenant to amend what was amiſs. So Iwould fay to you, 
Sit nor ſtill diſcouraged , ariſe and fall to ſearch and find - 
out what 1s your part ofthe fin that hath brought onthis . 
wrath. Make your conviction perſona}, particular and 
pungent, every family apart, andtheir wives apart ; ſet 
ſometime for the work , the finding our , and the cone 
felling of fin and repentarce for it, and turning to God; 
and then if rhe Lord ſhall nor bring about your delivery , 
you ſhall have ground of mach peace , and ye ſhall haye 
aneaſy rask-in your ſufferings. Ifwe were oncethrough- 
ly conviriced of fin , and if matters were as clear be- 
twixt our God and us," as th:y are berwixt him and 
his enemies, I am confident the Lord would appear , 
and make bare his holy atme yet once more for his 

we as people 
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. General Charge , and bid every one ſearch his own way, 


ther this work of conviction upon themſelves. 
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le. O But marters areclear berwixt Godand Ad « Þ« 
yerſaries; andif we could ſay here is one evidence thar Þ: 
matters are clear betwixt God and us, and that we have 
beard the voice of the rod, and ofhim that hath appoin- þ 
red it, Inothing doubt , but ere long the Lord ſhould: 
do ſome great thing for us. Bur I know it is bur loſt 
labour forthe moſt parr, for a Miniſter to give youa þ 


and labourthar his Conviction may be through , affec- 
ting and humbling. Many cannot be moved coir. yeſ 
will hear whar we ſay , but will not do what webid you; 
for many atime hath God by his Miniſters bidden you 
fearch your wayes fincethis work began; and I putir to 
our Conſcience, if ye have ſer time apart foric. Andhþ; 
if ye ſay, though ye win nortto much, yer it is the work yeſ 
are , and were abour. [I fear , few of you can ſay thisþhi 
much z3 & who have it notto ſay, have an ill conſcience, 
and fcarcely can I think that ever they had this real , wo 
through and right conviction , Thar they have a pcincisſ : 
pal hand in deſtroying themſelves and the land by theirfwit 
| fin. Others know noc what ro confeſs, nor how to fur-bu 
Therefore it will be beſt rocemealittle to you in your b 
relations and ſtations with this charge, and ſeeing ir plea-Þu; 
ſeth the Lord now to ſpeak to you, and ye know not howſſor 
long, or whether he ſhall ſpeak to you by us again, Iþo' 
exhort you to take to heart the things that | amo chargehvc 
upon you, andevery one as he finds himſelf , ſet ſornekhe 
name apart to moura before God and to ſeek for pardogþbu 
A RSG forr 1 hall f 
e firit ſort I1 ſhall ſpeak to , is to our ſelves who ardha: 
Minifters of the Goſpel. We cannot deny but our ha - 
harh been deep in the deſolation ang deſtrution thatpr: 
hath come upon the Lords Iſracl,and though the Lorddafi 

/ people have had that much charity > as to clear us)» yeloy 
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{ - Pod forbid , that we clear our ſeives. Many Paſtors 
ar {pave deftroyed the Lords vinyard , through their rranſ- 
ve greflions and fins. And while I am ſpeaking to our 
n- Own fins, who are the Lords Minifters , let none think 
1d fthar weare laying open their wickedneſs to- their con- 
olt Fempt , I know no way like this to make them honou- 
ua Fable, to ſearchout their fin , and to be humbled for it 
3y, Þctorethe Lord. 
:c-| The firſt thing I chargeon them is this , that we 
ye have had a carnal way in managing all his matters , we 
2; ſhave taken our own prudential gate of binding things 
ou Þn people, and have latd more weight on theſe than on. 
tothe ordinances of God » and the ſpirits working and 
ndþþbackingthem, and that both in Doctrine, and in the 
 yefkxerciſe of Diſcipline , and our not laying weight on 
hiShhis ordinances as divinez and his ſpirits preſence and; 
ce,þþleſſing why to make them effteCtual,hath made his 
al , ork take ſmall effe& among our hands. 
ci=j 2. We have been more careful to ſtock our ſelves 
:eirfwith matter of our work: than to bring freſh influences 
ur-Þur of heaven to make his work taking, beauriful, and 
lorious 3 andevery Word we ſpake Pad been more ſa- 
outhoury and refreſhful with the people, 1f we had dipped 
ea-þur hearts in heavens influences 3 becauſe we have not 
owſought after this, but have only ſtudied words , and 
o:make up purpoſe , and have nor laid the ftreſs of our 
rework upon the ſpirit , and on his divine influences, in 
methe convey of theſe things wedclivered , it hath made 
logpur work ſo much the more fruitleſs. 
3- It hath beenourſin, if we got our work off our 
arqhand with credit, and were born out in the delivery of 
andour meſſage to the people , we did nor follow it with 
thatprayer, and (eek after it. Ir hath not been ſo vexing tous 
xrdgafter as befoie. Why ? becauſe we cared more for our 
yeſown credit » than for the peoples profiting a fin for 
zoe? which 
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which the Lord hath judged us not fir to bear office inf,;a. 
his houſe. | Have 

| 4+ We may be charged with ſelf-ſeeking and envyingg,,. 
others , that were like ro darken us; though we havgy., 
ſeemed to be blyth to hear fuch a man commended) ye. 1, 
it hath ſtuck to our heart , and hath afterward venecQ11, 
it ſelf in our cenſures , which tells , we never defireq,q,. 
another ro come our length , atleaſt to out ſtrip ns; > 
far have we been from that diſpoſition to rejoice, 1 
Chriſt werepreached, and at the increaſing of others... 
though we Should decreaſe. This amongſt others ligi 

hath helped to shur us out of our Miniſtry. that 
5. We may be charged with much worldly mindedneſsy,, .: 
we have not given our ſelves wholly to theſe things off g,, 
ourMiniſtry-1 do nor ſayzthat every one is alike guilty off; 
this, or of the reſt ; yet ſome are guilty ofone thing, and[g,, 
ſome ef another; ſome 1n one degree, & ſame in another}, 
and there hath been a great deal of carnality amongſt us F 
all. Cananyof us ſay , that the care of the Church hathſ,, | 
lyen upon us, or that the care of ſouls , that we bavd|4;o 
had under our charge hath had the weight on us it|y., 
ſhould have had. We have not commended our ſelves] ya 
to every mans Conſcience ,' nor have we become all] y; 
things toall men, that we might gain ſome ; nor have Ct 
we made it our work to feek that which is driven away kn 
and to bind that which was broken ; neither have the 4; 
ſouls conditions of theſe who were going over the brayſ m; 
lyen heavy upon us» till chey were reclaimed ; we were T; 
not burnt nor ſcalded with the ſtumbling of any , that] thi 
was the leaſt part of our work; fra once we got a gate off th, 
them by publick cenſtares, we troubled nor our head] ,y 
with them any more. | his 
6. Whatever hath been our diligence and duty, i ye 
hath nor been our meat and drink to do the will of out Wi 
waſter , and to finiſh his work with delight and pleasf 
| ſure 


Pa 
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\_ - ure; we havewearied ofit- And many precious Mis 
© !Nhifters of the Goſpel longed for dimiffion , and would 
. ſhave been glad many times to have been laid by » there: 
YINFSore God hath granted them their deſire, and hath laid 
"Them by, and though they would be glad to ſpeak again 
"Sn his name, they are juſtly deferred of that opportunity, 
I ill they know and acknowledge their iniquity, and be - 
, co bamed of it. | 

> [1 7. Mayitnoetbedſaid, as the word is. Fer.x0.2. The 
» JPaſtors generally were become brutiſh , therefore have 
"Hithey been ſmitten , and the flocks ſcattered; ſo little re- 
Hligion hath appeared in the praftice of many Miniſters; 

< that ye ſhould not have known them by other men , by 
""Atheir carriage; if their habit had not ſpoken it. Would 

" 21God that fad word might not be applyed to many Mis. 
Jniſters in our time , that prophanity hath gone our 

NUfom them, which hath taught the peoplero be pro- 

Iohane. 

uy" $8. Wehave been more buſy-in ſtrife and contention 

Ul toftrengthen faftions , and to hold up onr fide in con» 

Vetroverted thingss than bufied with the work of con- 

 yerting ſouls to God. Theſe and many more thin 

cl may be charged on us; but there is enough hereto make 

all us aſharggd and therefore you who are the Miniſters of 
Yq Chriſt , and have the honour to ſpeak in his name, 

Jy know that unto you is that word ſpoken. Fer. 12. Io. 
ne Many Paſtors have deſtroyed my vineyard » and have 
il made my pleaſant portion a deſolate wilderneſs, 
| Take time' a part and together to think on theſe 
U] things. Charge your ſelves with them , and confeſs 
Il them ro God when you meet, and your alone mourn 

A over them before him» who hath juſtly shut us out of 
| his houſe , as —_— fo bear office therein , and 

t yet acknowledge, thar the Lord hath dealt mercifully 


1 with us in this matter , for whea he might have done it 
- 
On 
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. on ſome horride account for ſcandalous tranſgreflion w 
he hath laid us by on an honourable account of ſufferer y 
for him , becauſe he hath found ſome' ſincerity in ug 4 
And whenhe hath humbled the Miniſters of $cotlanky , 
whoare laid by, as uſeleſs, I hope he ſhall yer taly 
ſervice off their hands ; but we would know , that hi hy 
voice , and the voice of his rod now is, Miniſters, Ms 
preach to your ſelves , becauſe ye did not preach.tq 
your ſelves before, andif wetake with our fin , and gg. ,, 
our peace made with him, it may be he make usyq 
Hay ſhafts in his hand ; and if not, here we are , le bs 

imdo to.us what ſeemeth good ro him ; however| ,. 


ſure] am, ir 1s preſent duty toſet ſome time apart for con x, 
feſhon of » and mourning over fin ; and if wg do { I. 
1tShall be vvell vvith us, hovvever matters go. ; 

2. The ſecond ſort I yvould ſpeakto , 1s to ye 4 
who areElders and Deacons , ye have helped to de > 
ftroy the Lords people , and to lay his pleaſant portic 


deſolare , therefore God hath looſed your core = 
by your fin , and made void your authority , and r 

| markeably he lighred firſt on you , and ſhut you all « ® 
the door rogether, not that I 2im at your guilt more tha n 
our own,butT would have you lay to heart your tran ve 


greflions,8 with I could further you to a through con 
viction of vour finin order ro your peace , and God © 
FA being pacified torvards you , and his people. Can ye ſay 2* 
thar the ſouls and bodies of the Lords people hath lyaq. 79 
upon your heart ? that it hath beenapart of your buſi 
neſs to hold up their caſe to God , and ro have them req ©! 
claimed, and broughtinto him ? did ye think ir no * 
_ enough, if ye delated a fault, when it came to. yout h; 
knowledge, and whenyehaddone , ye thought you 
felyes exonered an1 free? did ye not manage your work iP 
with carnal weapons, mixing your wilde fire with the F 
zeal of God, boaſting of the people of the Lord , ruling'* 
. ovc 
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everthem with rigourand force , diſengaging them by 


Ie your counſels and reproofs?have ye taken conſciencious 
| ud. Inſpection of theſe places xeſpeCtively pur under your 
1d, Charge ? haveye diſtribute to thepoor with bowels of 
af Percy what account could many of you give of their 


J. condition , if ye ſhould be put toit? And give me leave 
| fo tell you, that your worldly mindedneſs , your greed 
h2 and coyetouſneſs, your lying and deceit, your breach 
lik of promiſes and engagements» your tipling , and carnal 
> walking hath taught the people prophanity. When ye 
14 madeno conſcience of your words, how ſhould they? 
* | When yeabſtained not froma Tavern, was it nota ſnare 
fothem to follow > And therefore, I nothing doubr, - 
, P I a any wrong to charge you with deſtroying the 
Lords vineyard. Thſhail not infiſt on your fins ; but if - 
i ye Would ſearch your ſelves > confeſs your ſins, ſettime 
P | apart to mourn over them before God, ye might come , 
fort yourſelves, hat this day ye ſuffer not as evil doers, 
bur for his names fake ; and happy are ye , if ye con- 
tinue in adhering to him., hisrruth and cauſe. Bur ler 
me obteſt you, let men ſpeak of Convenricles» we have 
| another thing ro look to than their Acts, and things of 
4 that kind : fer time apart, your ſelves apart , and your 
| wives apart, and meet1ogether and confeſs and mourn 
i over yourfſins. O if I couldperſwade you to this, Ido 
ſa) nothing doubt, bur ye ſhould yer live to bear honous 
76g. 7able charge in the houſe of God. 
1461 A'third ſort 1 would ſpeak to are thoſe whoaremore 
eminent amongſt the people. We have not any Nobles, 
and God be thanked for it , they have little credit who 
have moſt ofthem ; neither would I have you to thinks 
| that I mean of any particular Gentlemanin whar] amto 
rl ſpeak. We have nota confiderable Gentleman 1n all the 
he Pariſh; but any of you that are more eminent than o= 
ng thers, take irto you, and | would chargeyou with ſome 
76} S | | thogs, 


—_ 
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tnings, that T would have you ( in ſo faras ye are guih- | 
ty) convinced of and mourning before the Lord and |- 
amending. The firſt thing, that TI charge 'on;you Gene |. 
tles1s , that when ever Chriſt or his cuſs had onghe to | 
\ do, yeſentout theblind, thehalr andthe Lame , the 
prophaneſt Runagates to fight for rhe cauſe, . and I with. 
| thatthere were not ground to ſay of ſome , that they | 
ſhould have ſome males in their flock , and yer ſend out}: 
the blind , the halt and the lamein their room , andthe. 
conſequence of this was often told you , the miſcarria-J. 
ges of the armies did ſo ſtumble the Lords people ino« 
ther Jands, that it hath holden up, and yet holds up 
jcalouftes betwixtthe godly in both nations to this days 
that they can think on nothing unaminouſly. 2, f 
charge you with oppreflion , and grinding the faces of 
the poor. I know ye will ſtartle at the naming of this , | 
but I cannot help it, Idare ſay ye have uſed you Bre- 
threnas yourſlaves, and made their lives bitter unto: 
them. Ido notjuſtify their undutiful carriage to you 3 
* heres neither wouldT have you think I refle&t on your 
credir,to tell you your ſin: Your Conſciences will juſtify 
your Minifters , that it hath been apart of our work to. 
hold up your credit and conſcience, and would have 
ſweerned the lives of the poor bodies under you. Iknow 
yewillfay, they would not be the better , though ye 
ſhould givethem down of their rent ; bur will ye'once: 
uſethis mean to better rhem ; Convince them that. ye 
are merciful, and if they be not better, put them-from 
you. I !tnor lamentable , that every bit of Land ye 
haveracked tothe utmoſt value, ſo thatyour Tennanrs 
eannot get. your rent payed , and bread to keep in their 
lives for their labour. Iknow ye will be loath to be 
convinced of this , thorgh Gods dealing with you may 
convince you mote than my ſpeaking to. you., had not | 
your torbears leſs rent , and leſs Land, and richer | 
| | _ Tennants |. 


S 
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nd | Tennants?. And yet ye are blind and will nor ſt 


| God threatning ro caft our of your lap your diſhoneſt 
| gain ; yea tocaſt yourſelves out of the Larid, and from 
;your habitations. O that ye wonld be perfwaded' to 
| look to Gad in this , and lay your heads together » arid 
j.conſult.how this 11] might be helped, 3. ITmay juſtly 


4-charge you with'this , that ye bring up your Sons 1n v4= 


j:nity ; will our Gentles now pur their Children to cal- 


-J-lings? No, as if that wereadiſcredir to them , and 


| their Credit that they ſhould live in idleneſs, and then 


| they turn Malignants , and Perſecutors of the Godly, 


| 


{-drunkards 5 Theeves ; and whoore maſters ,' men that 


will neither do well , nor let others do well where ever 
 they-come , . butareapeſt inevery ſociery where they 
.come. Sure [am, ir were more credit for you and 
them both , to have them bred at ſome honeſt Calling , 
than to have them ſlaying men in other Convtries , or 


© trailing a pick to fight againſt the Turk 3 or comune 


through the-Countrey , as ſome of them are diily with 
their Teſtimonials ſeeking our charity,or begging from 


| door to door 4.mayInot chatrgemany houſes of our Gen- 


try , for being neſts of uncleanneſs' cages of unclean 

birds, ſo that if any ſober man ſhould come into thent , 

they ſhould notthink they have been bred under —_— 
ay 


| light: 8& j1snot this a horrid reproach npon you ? 9. 


I notcharge,you with this, that now and then ye fall our 
in your unhappy fitts of paſſion, in curſing, banningand 
{wearing , and are not aſhamed of-this'? "There are 
not many of them now a dayes, butask, what he is?He'is 
a.Gentleman indeed, bur he is very paſſionar, and given 
_ to banning and ſwearing , and on that canletan oath 
flee. ButT have nortskill of that mans Rehgion , who 
.. bridles not histongue ; Surel am , the Spirit of God 
calls that mans Religion yain 1am. I. 26. It is true; ye 


| have had arcſpedt to Miniſters 50d ſome of you have 
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carrieda preit reſpe& ro them on ſome account 3 but 
did ye lay as great weight on,&had ye as great reſpect tc 
their mefſage? Hath not that been undervalued by you, 
as if there had been another gate for you to heaven» than 
for poor folk ; and whar care we for your reſpeC& tous 
whilſt ye ſlight our meſſage?s. May ye not be chargedfo 
want of Charity?Have ye opened your hand to the poor 
& needy? I fear your charity may be ſoon counted and 
. reckoned from one years end to another ; ye will give 
your plack at the Church door , and your almes at yout 
- gate, bur have ye ſearched for poor 8& needy Objects 


. this ſhould have adornedReligion more than manyothet| 


things,thar better might have been forborn. 7. May ye 


' not alſo be charged for want of zeal to the cauſe ofGod?]. 


. Eſpecially of Jare have ye not been ſo afraid for your 
lives & ſtates which was impavvnd for the cauſe thar is 
- now overthrown? Nay, | Jay it upon your Conſcience, 


if ye thought this a duty incumbent for you , the Lord| _ 


: knows I intend not to lay open your nakedneſs, but ra- 
ther toſet you ina way to make you honourable; and 
-whatis that > Even to lay to heart your fin , and take 


. time to mourn overit, and make your peace with God. 


yeget nowand then viſits from Miniſters make uſe- of 
them, : ſet ſome time a part, and make earneſt of it, 
for words will not do it; and when ye have mourned 
over your evils, ſet abour the mending of thern, as I fear 
- your ſad'dayes be bur coming yet. Iknow, ye will 
think ye know-rhe worſt of it , and that is compliance. 
I confeſs , that is the worſt of it at preſent » but there is 
worſecoming z if ye comply , ye ſhall not eſcape Gods 
wrath, andif ye mourn not, though ye comply nor , 
. . yeſhailnor eſcape that wrath that abideth impenitenrs, 
' and ye may ere long be ſhaken our of your worldly 
inheritance. And is there not much need*then that 


ye thould have your peacemade with God , _— | 
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| lively 'hope' of heaven.as an. antidot - againſt that > 


4: A fourth ſort is the-body of the people. L know you 
have affented to all that have been aſſerted againſt Mini- 


ſters & Gentlemen, and itis like yeare glad to hearſuch 


Doctrine, bur have ye not alſo deſtroyed the:Lords vine 
yard, &laidhis. pleaſant portion deſolat by aur fins. 1.I 


, Charge you with deceirfulneſs,&over reaching oneano- 
. ther, with covetouſneſs:and worldly mindedneſs, anda 


ſpirit of contention flowing from your covetouſneſs., 


fo thar forapluck of graſs , anda beaſt gaing over the 


merch', ye have taken upa ſtanding quarrel for year 
and day. And have they not taken ten times more of 
you to whomye wereinot ſo much beholden, and ye 


_ dutſt nor fiy it was illdone ? and yet ye didnot confi. 


der,nor take it ſrom the Lord,as a chaſtiſemenrfor your. 


' contention on ſo feckleſs grounds. 2. May Inot charge 
> you withcomplaining, grudging, whinningand whiſ= 
perng , for the little that was taken from you , for up« 
holding the cauſe and Covenant of God.,- and: for pay- 
10g Miniſters ſtipends;;: and it may be ye ſhall !ay more 
'out on a Worſe account to them: who will give you no 
thanks forir, It may be,ye would now give out your 


money to keep up the Goſpel, but irwill not be bought 
withmoney. 3. Icharge you for not taking the Goſs 


 peloff out) hands, wetell you, that God is novv giving 


up treatingwvith you: forthis, ye have come to hear , 


bur ye haye returned/your prophane gates. I knovv 


your tiplin$+, lying. banning and ſwearing , your ſcor- 


ning of the Godly,your Sabbath breaking;envy,malice, 


diſreſpe& toMinitters ,: for all your faſhions, and will 


'ye'not be convinced and aſhamed for theſe things ? 


4.1Chargeyou for haying a cruel hatredart Gentlemen, 
and for contempr of them and others above-you ; your 
freting and undutiful carriage hath been palpable. . T 


' with you had ſubjected your ſelves more cheerfully. 


, b 2 Take 
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Take time and meet together, and your alone /, and } 
' mournover theſe fins , and many moe, and ſeek Gods | 
"mercy. T have known ſeveral of your meetings, when | 
"there was lefs reaſon. TI know nor how ye have fallen 
from them 'now. Will ye fall to them again , and 
'do all ſeriouſly with. God , that he may pity. you and | 
yours; 2 CHALAET, IA | 
- - 5, -Thaveſome whattoſay:to Servants 3 do ye know, 
that yehavedeſtroyed the Lords vineyard, and have 
had a hand 1nall the evils lying 'oh his people. I charge 
'you withtheſe' things. Tx. That ye have not. received. 
the Goſpel , rhough we have mourned over you with 
tears ; ye hayenever made earneſt of making your:-peace | 
-with God ;: and know ye not that he is now giving up 
treating with ſuch Rebels > 2, Think upon-your pra«* | 
phane carriage, your filthy words :and ſports ., your | 
laſcivious, wanton & graceleſs way of conyerlings your 
pride and vanity occaſioned through Gods goodneſs, |- 
and a cheap year; fulneſs of, bread hath ſo puffed you 
up , that ye misken your ſtation z ye. muſt. have word 
about with thoſe that are over you, and the world dow 
not bear your pride , which appears in your apparel, 
other things we will nor name. F put it to your Con- 
{cience, have ye doneyour Maſters work as your own 2 |. 
have yeraken their rebukes & reproofs without ſnuffing 
and anſwering again ?' nay rather, was not, and 1s not 
your pride ſueh , as that ye dow not bear a word? but 
ere long ye ſhall bear more with them, ro whom ye 
were not {0. much obliged., and dare not ſpeak again. 
Ina word, ye was well, and wiſt not » yeſay , ye had 
no libertyto ſerve God , but lye not to God ; in all 
the world there isnot a lace, wherein ſervants have 
had more liberty to ſerve God, than in thisHeft- Coantrey. 
3- May I not charge you men-ſervants. , who were 
pitched upon , that ye ſhifted to go out nofeyt the 
. ords: 
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Lords battells , for the canſe and Covenant of God, to ; 
which ye were bound as well as Minifters 'and Gentle-. 
men» and. it may be, yebe forced to harle apick to a 


* battel, where che quarrel will not be fo: clear-- Ser-. 


vants, Iſpeak to you , haveye notreaſon,, conſidering 
theſe things, and many moe, to take time and mourn, 
for your fins., whereby ye have deſtroyed 'the Lords 
Vineyard ?: Ye will fay , ye have notime z- butler me 
ſay it, I fear ye ſhall'ger time enough ere long, God 


_ will give youthe Sabbath: day, ere ye have that excuſe, 


and on. your filent Sabbaths mourn) if ye have a hearr 


to mourn, 


_ 6. Andlaftly, I ſhall ſpeaka few things tothe God- 
ly , And O that I could perſwade you, that ye have 


_  helpedtodeltroy the Lords Vineyard. And it 18 the 


proyocatians of his Sons and of his Daughters , that 
nave brought this deftrudtion on Iſrael. It 15 true, he 
15 angry at Miniſters, Elders and Deacons, Gentlemen, 
Commons and Servants as ſuch. Bur 1t 1s as true, thar 
he hath.another quarrel at all in theſe tations and rela= 
tions, whoare Godly , andas ſuch ; and who knowesz 
bur he hath reſerved you for ſucha day , that ye might 
venture your lifeas Heſter, in going tothe King : that 
which I meanis , that ye may go 1n and wreſtle with 
God for removing of wrath. Yeare perſons, who have 
had moyen with God , burit has not been improven 
and I have more to charge you with , than my memory 
can reach, ortime will permitto lay before you. Bur 
I. I charge you with falling from your firſt loye , evi- 
denced by falling from your former diligence. 2. I' 
charge you, rhat ye are turned formal in all your reli- 
tous. performances : Alas ! that ye underſtand not 
Etter the voice of thar late rod of SeQtaries upon you, 
who cryed down all formes , ro make you more cor- 
dial , rather than roturn more yrongd in all n_ 
J R 
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of worſhip. 3. I charge you with ſlothfulneſs-» in 
| _ ro the Lord the refuſe of your time; he gers bur 

tes and ftarts of you , after or betwixt turnes. . It was 
a great word inthatman , 1 will not ſerve the Lord. with 
thar which coft men»thing. 2.$am.24. 24. Is not Religion 
one main clauſe of the Covenant ? why thenareye ſo 


flothful and overly 1n all religious performances ? 4. I 
charge you with worldly mindedneſs , ſo that 4 defy 


any to draw aſtraw betwixr you and many others that 
know not God, as to this thing Covetouſneſs hath 


overwhelmedall, ſo that it is turned into a common 
ſayingpheis a Godly man, but he is right greedy;there is - 


no halt as to the gathering of gear, exceprin the poor , 
who cannot get it. 5. I charge'you with prevailing 
paſſions , and inordinat affeGtions to every Idol , thar 
comes in your way. Are ye notas ſoon ſadled , and as 
ſoon angry and in a paſſion and' dow bear as little , as 
theſe in nature ? are yenort ready to flee in fire at eve- 
ry word that thorters you ?' 6. I charge you with pride 
and ſelf conceit , and deſpiſing them rhat comes not up 
your meaſure, therefore God threatens to level you ere 
long. 7. I charge you with unbeliefand ignorance of 
| God and his Word, ſo that I'dare ſay > there's not a 
Chriſtian among an bundred that believeth this Bible to 
be the Word of God, ſo as'to lay more weight on a 
threatning and a ground of challenge from ir , than-on 
the bark of a dog, notwithſtanding of a large diſpenſa- 
tion of means , and for ſo long a time. You have ſitten 
down on poor probabilities x, intereſt in Chriſt : bur 
there 1s not one among many fixed init. How many 
of you are under heart condemning? 1 hough God hath 
been telling you the evils every day , wherefore he con- 
tends, whiles by his word , and whiles by your con- 
ſcience, yet yeamend not, And doye think thatGod 
can abide with his Goſpel > ye may make din and ay, 
w hat 
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| what will we do, if we want it > But what haveye done 


with it ? Itis to be feared that many of you would live 
as well without itas Atheiſts. 8: The true ſubſtantials 
of Religion are decayed, as I. True tenderneſs under 
challenges: the time has been when ye would have'been 
challenged for an idle word, and mourned over it , but 
now not for fourteen idle deeds, neither can ye mourn. 
2. Tenderneſs in Conſcience is much decayed , yeare 
not! ſo tender as to ſtartat aſtraw , as ye were wount 
to do. 3. Where is that ſearching outof promiſes, 
and the application of them toevents , I dare ſay , many. 
of you ſome few yearsago had tentimes more promiſes 
than ye have this day , and for applying of all that 
falls out to ſome Scripture , to make our that'all his 
wayesSare mercy aid truth to his own. Is not that much | 
gone, though by itye uſed to hold inyour life? 4. There 
was alſoa benfil ro edify others, but where is that gone 
novv? 5. Where is that vyounred zeal againſt fin, and 
for the glory of God ?. Surely in this trial , God hath 
taken us vvith our back at the yvall. 6. Add the abuſe 


and negle& of your Chriſtian Fellowſhip > which hath 
provoked God to ſcatter you: Bur I inſiſt no further. 


MayT think ye will ſet time apart tro mourn over theſe 


evils , and ſeek forgrace to yer them helped > And O 


that | could perſwade you. Sure I am , conſidering 
theſe things , all ranks will juſtify the Lord in all that 


he hath done : bur what will all we hayz ſaid , avail, 


if it be not taken off our hand , however I ſhall rake 


heaven and earth to witneſs , that I have charged theſe 


things upon you, and yet, I ſay not, onyou , butonus 
all ; and I would fain hope, that we will cake ſometime 
tothe thro 1gh conviction of them on our ſpirirs , and 
mourn over them before rhe Lord: Ifyedo, I dare 
promiſe in his name, he will hear , and giye an oltgate; 
ifno: your bands ſhall grow ſtronger. I ſhall ſay no 

Wes. Þ 4 mares 
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more 5 but ifTſrael'were throughly convinced ,- that he * 
hath deſtroyed himſelf , there were hopethat in hit” 
were Iracls help,which,if we ger time and opportunity «- 
toſpeak , ſhall be ſhewed ro you , even thar notwith=/ 
ſtanding we have deſtroyed our ſelyes, yer there is hope? 
of help 1n him. ea ; 


_ S—— 


«, 


- 


SERMON 2, 


Hoſea 13. 9. But in me 1s thy help. 


{oordered things , and drawn them to ſuch a period, 

that he intended I ſhould cloſe. the Scripture of ' 
Matthew , before I ſhouldleave you, that thereby you 
might learn ſome what of the Dofrine of the Croſs, and 
of . enfwis of relinquiſhing his' cauſe. I did ſcarce 
look to have got leave to, give an account of that 
' Scriptureto the end ; and when that was done , thathe 
kad. byt two.other words to ſpeak ro you by me 3 one 
word anent your fin, .and that ye are your own over- 
throw »-and that God is not tobe blamed for ir :; and 
another wordanent your help ard relief , that though it 
beſo, that yquarethe cauſe of your own ryine , and 


[: would ſceme that the Lord in his Providence hath 


that you have deſtroyed your (elf, yet you are bound | 


ro hope for relief in him, when there is no other to 
help you. - It ſeemes that God had theſe two words to 
ſpeai to you which no man or power could hinder, till 
theſe were delivered, GT 

Ye have heard to what a low condition the Church 
may be brought , and what ever hand God may havein 
it, agd adyeriaries that are inftryments of it, yet her 
members 


—_— 


AIC 


jon 
and 
Dar 


he #$iembers are- chiefly ro be blamed for their own over» | 
1iy Shrow : And God: 
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will haveall ſorts and ranks of-per- . 


ity-Jſons Noblemen and Gentlemen , bond and free ; rich 
theJand poor, Miniſters and people , Godly and ungodly” | 


pes 
*Iguilty , whereby they have deſtroyed themſelyes,and the / 
'JChurch ; ſorhar he hath nor left himſelfwichvur a wit=+ 

neſs , and happy ſhall he be , who ſhall bear the imprefs 7 


—_— 


particularly convinced of theſe fins, where of they are: : 


hon of theſe ay till he come. L 
+ Now the other word he hath to {peak to you is: , But- 
n me is thy help. If the firſt word have left a deep im-. 
preflion upon your heart , I could with much confi- 
dencefpeak ro the ſecond. - Theſe words are not only: 
aground of encouragement to the poor people of God, 
the remnant intheirlow condition ; bur they are alſo 
a vindication of the Majeſty of God, thar he 1s free of 
their deftruction, and notto be blamed for ir. | : 
We ſhall ſpeak of them, firſt, as they area vindication- 
of the Majeſty of God , thathe is nor tobe blamed for 
their deſtruction, but in meis thy help, The words may- 
be rendred in the by paſt time , bus in me tis thy help : 1o: 
any evill that is upon:you » ye \may blame your ſelf 
= it , for in me thy help hath been, and yer ftll 
$. | So 4 | 
- Hereobſerye , that the Lord hath left abundant teftt-: 
monies and witneſſes at his peoples door, that he is nor. 
to be blamed tor their deſtruction , or for any miſery, 
calamity or ſorrovy , thatis uponthem , for in me thy - 
help hath been , I have been ay good to you , 1 appeal- 
t6 your ovvn conſciences,yyherher.or nor have helped; 
you many times, vvhen ye haye be2n loyv, and yyherher 
or not | have given you many: favourable caſts of my 
hand , ſo that ye have no cauſe to blame me. God 1s 
fliting free vvith his people , thathe 1s not to be bla- 
med ,' theſe Scripture and che like: prove ut., vyherein. 
Ly | b 5 have 
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have I wearied thee ? haveI been a wilderneſs to you? je | 
hitherto hath God helped. + | loug 

! In proſecuting this Do&trine ', I ſhall ſhew you, Ic 
T. What wayes people do refle&t upon and blame himþ, 
1n their condition. 2, What Teſtimonies God hath tok;g 
produce for himſelf ar the hand ofhis Church , eſpe« pp 
cially at the hand of his Church of Iſracl , thar he 1s not;hhp F; 
to be blamed , which will be very applicable to us. 
3. Why did che Lord (who is nottyed to render an ac+- 
count of his wayes) condeſcend ſo far as to ſatisfy his þ 
people , inſhewing them that he is not to be blamed. 

. Torhe firſt, Whar wayes do people reflect upon God | 

and blame him, Anf. 1, Whenthey reflet upon his hi 
providence, when they are under any ſtroak or miſery 
oughc on themſelves, by their own ſin;as thus, if the |, 
Lord had not done ſuch things to me,it would not haye 
been ſo with mezthis did befall mein his providence, | 
and I could nor win by it. This was that which Adam 
began with, and isa clauſe irritant in his family fince, 
Haft thou eaten of the tree ſaith God , rhereof I commanded 

#hee thou ſhou!dft not eat > Who is to be blamed for that? | 
The woman whom thou gaveſi to be with me , ſhe gave me of |; 
#hetree , and | did eat, Jam notbeblamed, but you, [yi 
and her; thou gaveſt me her (indeed , I gota bonny bird þ, 
that morning I got her) and ſhe gave it me.So we blame 
God when we blame his providence for what we do. 
2. Whcn they refle& upon his predetermining Coun- 
ſels ,as thus, this was even ordained for me, before coat 
or ſhirt were ſhapen for me. It is the language inthe 
9.Chapt. to the Romans , who hath reſifted bis will + who 
could help it, ſince he decreed it ? I ſay, the plague of | 
God ſhall be upon you , though you cannor refit that |t;, 
will, for your blaming it, 3- When they refle& upon | gf 
His free grace and mercy. Some thing of this is hinted | 
at P/.77.8.9.is bis mercy clean gone for ever *hath he forgotten 


Aki Jace had given mea caſt by the common? I have no 
Tas. Ire grace than God hath given me, whichis as :mutch 
Oktoſay» if grace had done its part , I might have been - 
pe *ſepr from this evil hour, 4. When they refte& upon. | 
"he faithfulneſs of God, though ſome dare not ſpeak-it 
US. hit, yerit is intheir heart; thereis a word ro thispur- 
4c> Joſe P[.77.8. doth his promiſe fatle for evermore? when folk 
$o queſtion the truth of his promiſes ; this ye would be- 
-2. Fare of now : Forfolk are in hazard to queſtion. the 
OC huth of his promiſes, in reference to his public k work. _ 
us. This purpole is that of Feremiah, Fer.20.7. O Lord thou ; 
'') yaſt deceived|me , an1 I was deceived , and why art thou une 
© home as 4 liar ? Theſeare dreadful words of the Crea+-. 
VE ure to the Creator > as ifhe had nor infinite wayes. to 
© fnake out his promiſes, that we cannot take up. 5. When 
7 they refle& upon his Juſtice , ſeverity and peremptori- 
-. peſs in ſmiting of his-people. . There 1s a word in one 
f the Prophets that runs to this purpoſe, if we be de=- 
troyed , how can we live ? which is on the marter 
his. TfGod ſo deal with us, there is no living, or being 
with him ; he will not let folk away with the Knot of 
ſtraw , bur hedings them down. When folk hears 
that God ſmiteth for this and for that, their heart riſeth * - 
in paſſion, and ſaith , thar there is nodallying with him, 
let him alone, for many have lived with him , and ſtood: 
before him , and he will not make new lawes , nor 
ordain new vvyayes to follovy, neither for your pleaſure 
nor mine, 
2, Whathaththe Lord to ſay for his ovyn vindicae 
tion at the hands of his Church , eſpecially ar rhe hands 
of Iſrael , to prove that he is not to be blamed for their 
deſtruction, andthe miſery that comes on them, Anl-x. 
God had this to ſay to Iracl for his ovvn —_ 
; enac 
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Ou?) be gracious 2 Free grace might have helped thisz; * 7 
tough I be an undeſerving man,what the matter; if free © 


"AS A. Sermon of _ 1 
har he had chofen'them out of allthe Nations. of thi 
eWorld, without any thing 1n them 'previous:to thi; 
ichorce, that might have engaged and influenced hit 
fedid he reaſon with them Deut.7.7.8, The Lord did 
his love upon you , . nor chooſe you, becauſe ye were mi 

| 4-02 moer than any prople 3 For ye were the feweſt \ 1 

tople'; bus becarſe the Lord loved you.” Ifthe Lord hi Fl 
amindtodrag you down, and deſtroy'you ; and halle;,, 
delighted in that , he would not have brought you ay, 
ef thar blind condition, wherein ye were lying with this, 

Feſt of the world , but he would have left-you a fel, ; 
blind moles drowning your ſelves in your fin. 2- Hike 
Had this for himſelf ro ſay, that he had. brought thei. 
fo the ſlavery and bondage of Egype , in which thay, 
had ruined themſelves by their fin , afcer that he -ha "x 
choſen them , he had ay this to ſay for his own clearinghg} 

© xwhatcyer came upon them » that he was their God that 4 

redeemed them from the Land of Egyps , ſo that if b ” 

had delighted in their deftrution , he would have leh Fc 
them there , and ſuffered them to run to the Devil withl he 
> lng poagt » and never owned -them-nor delivere$h 

i - 3. Hehadthisto ſay forhimſelf, that he hat ar 

& -entred into a Covenant with them in the wilderneſs] 

$=-afecr he had brought them out of Egypr, which pri b; 

ZVviledge he had denyed to any conſiderable incorporty xc 

Zion before that time 3 whar ever he had done to ſonuſ' 1, 

b-) articular perſonsand families , yerhe neyer formally «| 

=entred in Covenant withany great incorporation , but c 

Ewith them. 4. He hadthis to fay for himſelf , that hel 

EZ had done many Miracles , and wrought many wonden| 
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Y 
E=among them ; he had ſhewed 'them' marvellous an - 
ſtrange Acts and great ſignes and wonders, after he ha} *; 
#choſen them in Egyp# , and before and after he had forf.. 
>mally centred into Coverant with them +, for their con4 | 
Pa Lrmation and eſtabliſhing , thit he dang down ever | 

| | 
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Is E 
*T.to me in walking therein , and I have alſo told you the + 
wrong way,that will bring you down,&bring you under” 
Y.thefe folks feet thatare your enemies , if ever ye make ** 

Covenant with them, I vow and ſwear, I ſhall be full of =? 

' your fleſh, and they were ſo far convinced of the equity 3 
of this , thatthey conſented to their own ruine, if ever 

'T .they ſhould doit, if ever we: joyn with the people-of 3 
' theſe abominations, let God conſume us from off the: .. | 

. earth, Jfever wetake theſe thieves again by the hand, 
] -ketthe wrath of God purſueus, the heavy hand of Gott 
be upon us ». that isa ſtrong vindicationof him. 3, Hee 
had this to ſay that notwithſtanding of all ny ac 
| oneY 


' 


_._=rhem; we have this legacy left us by our Father Adam, 


oY ; 
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: done againft him, hexook Heaven and Earth to witneſſ ® 
he would accept of a little ſmall ching at their handþ ye 

' Rune to, and fro through the ſtreets of Feruſalem , a J FM 
* now and know , and ſeek mthe broad places , if ye can jm ' 1,1 


' #man, if there be any that executeth judgment and ſeeks 
the a and I will pardon it. Fer. HE Only fern hl 7 
© gbine iniquity. Fer.3. 13. Doburtrhis, I will paſs byal: ,, 
bygones , will ye do bur this, and [ ſhall defy 4G 
the thieves to get you down , but I ſhall beabour with - 


them. . | 'P! 
3. Wherefore doth the great God of Heaven ſo con{ + ,, 
feſs, andas it were to vindicat himſelf ſo atthe handy ,, 


of poor unworthy wormes ? he 1s not bound togivg- 
an account of his matters, or to render a reaſon of hit Ie 
'wayes ; for who may ſay unto him what doſt thou} & 
Anſ.x, He doth it for the glory of his Juſtice, Againi}|. , 
#bee, thee only have I finned , aud done this evil in thy fight, + 
'#hat thou mighteſt be juſtified when thou ſpeakeſt , and bs 2 
-when thou judgeſt. T clear thy juſtice of all that is come| ., 
-upon me. God will not leave any ground to reflecton|: x 
"that. 2. Forthe p'ory of hisgrace and mercy, which]: 
'his people are ready to reflet upon : bur I referre te]: ; 
yourſelves tojudge , whether or notT have been mer-| , 
ciful , O yeInhabitants of Zeruſalem, aud men of Iudab,|--, 
Judge berween meand my vinyard. I referre itto your| | 
ſelves andall the world , wh-ther or not you deſerve| | 
ftroaks , and wherheror not I can ſpareyou longer. |: . 
3- Thathe miy the more eftectually bind his peoples |* | 
: fin upon them » whereby they have deſtroyed 'them- 
ſelves, and convince them of the evil of their own way, | 
and of their folly. | pay 2, 
* Uſe x. Loherethedaring boldneſs of the corrup- |* 
tion of men, that dare refl=& upon God, and blame | 


him for the miſcries , calamities and forrow rhar befall | 


who 


Mr William Guthrey. 3Þ.-A 
who blamed the holy God for his fall ; ' we hayea ſpice 4 
of this fromthim , xf Pune we-will not ſpeak it out : 
f yetwethink iroften in our hearts. If God had nor 
carved out things to beſo, and ſo, they could nor have 
TJ been; youare not tomeddle with thar -, for be is ho- 
J ly inall his Counſels, though it be ſo , but youare to be 
4J aſhamed of your ſins , forit 1s they that are the cauſe of 
4 your deſtrution. Take heed of blaming the Majeſty of 
7 4 God, if there be any apprehenſion in you todo it , Som 
VI ' preſs it and bear it down. | 
W« þ Uſe 2. Know that the Lord hath abundant teſtimo= 
MN * nies lying atour doors , as well asat Iſraels, that he is 
wr A not to be blamed for our overthrow , but we our ſelves 
>" are to be blamed ; he hath this co ſay, that he'did ſer his 
| | loveuponus , and gave theſe endsof the earth to his 
of] Son , for his Inheritance ,: and thar he tooke infeſtment 
wy, ' of them , and thathetook us by the hand , not for any 
"7 thinginus, forwe were buta pack of poor Beggars, in 
*#| reſpect of other Nations, and that he brought us-out 
mel -of Egpye from Heatheniſh , Papiſtical , and prelatical 
y ' bondage © and when we were all running the black 
©] gate, with the Biſhops and running to black darkneſs, 
br ' he brought us back again ; and that he entred in: Co« 
s ' venant never more formally with any Nation than with 
*|- us ; and many great and glorious things he wrought for 
I} us, thathe gave us many vifories, and reproved many 
'©| both great and ſmall who: oppoſed us , for ourſake, 
” | all which we hope to be but an earneſt of whar is to fol- 
'S | low, andthathetold us of ourduty , and of his way, 
- and warned us what would be our ruine. He told us, 
*| jfever we break Covenant , and joyned with the- ma= 
_ |. lignant party » aud put them in places of Truft ane 
” | made them Captains and Officers of our Armies ; they 
ſhould be our ruine; and we conſenred t6'this: ,fand 
put in our Declaration , that even when there an 
© 
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-andjoyned with them 3 God forgive them that brought 
<themin , and forgive us alſo that ſuffered them ro be 


©: be ſeatfity of men, we ſhould not dot, not only inof<|. 
| : fenfive wars » (as ſome do diſtinguiſh).bur in defenſive} 
- 2xparyWe ſaid,God forbid, thareven iri the ſcarfity ofmen}Þ 
- *we ſhould ſplit upon that rock ,: and that we ſhould joyn]. 
- with theſe abominations , and yet we never reſted till} 
"pe made them Captains and Officers of our Armies] 


= 


"% 


] 


- alſo hath be to fay co vindicat himſelf of at the-hands 


time, what is. the way of Trurh, and the. way of. peace, 


ro 
hath he made your Conſcience challenge you out and in. 
Heharh this to ſay , rhat you never ſet your ſelf ſeriouſly 


mid way and more. you never ſet your ſelves ſo, that 


- brought in. I dare ay alſo, that God would take little off, 
our hand ,, thar he may be about with theſe thieves ; fainf 
would he be at them, and havea fair occafion to be full of 
{their flesh, who have ſo sham fully broken hisCovenant, &] 


ſpir-upon his face. well I worthe would take little off 
eur hands. however be hath many Teſtimonies lying at] 
our door,that he isfree of our ruine. O but we had beetif 
2 happy people,if we had'bidden by him. Many thingy]. 


of his people , which wouldrake along day rotell... he 
hath this to ſay. 'that he hath helden out to you many a]. 


. ahd piety wherein ye should walk « and rhar &early ; you|. 
have nor fallen in an evil condition for want of light , and[: 
thar your jdols have overmaſtered you. For. want of that 
he hath this to ſay har he hath not ceaſed to be a reprover| 

you , chouzh ye have trampled upon reproofs , yet| 


toſeek God, bur ye got worth your pains » and met you|. 


ye were at's point; Ve would have ſome whar in this pray- 
er » or elſe ye ſhould lay it by s ur he met you... þ1 
anceteth him who rejoyceth and worketh righteouſneſs. Noſoo- 


ner put. ye up the. fails , burhepur wind in them.. That] 
is a Teſtimony, rhat he is not ro be blamed. . He hark]. 
this to ſay , give methe tithes and offerings, as ye werd| 
wou at| 


* 


*-{ wountto do , and ſee whether or nor I will rain downt 
14 blefling. - Give me the ancient rale of duty, and ee 
wt whether or nor I will come and bleſs you. H chaththis 
"11 to ſay, that behath ſufficiently diſcovered the Wye 
:*1 that, which isthe ground of the quarrell berwixzr him 
-*1 and you. hehath convinced youthar he harh made yout 


buſineſs thrive ; aswell when ye gave him'thedue rale 


of duty , and did: nor clip them, and berter too, tharl 
4 when ye did otherwiſe,ris but daffing for folk ro flip pray- 
ner, thatthey may win ſoon ourto the plough, or harvelts 
1 rig; ifthey do, God may break ſome foomeor coukers 


or ſome other thing in the plough , orthe hook where- 


: of 1 with they ſhear,or makeſome accident ro. befal rhem, that 


i they ſhall foſe more time for their worldly gain, than all 
Il che time that prayer would have taken up tothem. fris © 
: In vain for you to riſe up early-and fir up late, andeat the _ 

| bread of ſorrows, for ſo 
| can give his people that make conſcience of the dwies 
| of Religion their ful ofreft ; and make their work go on 


e giveth his beloved fleep. God 


alſo. Again, he hatbthis witneſs againft you, thar there 


: s ſome<tliing he hath been contending with you for , and 
' defiring you to quite and forſake , and yet ye would not 
\ do it for him, Ye know well enough whar itis . *irs 


even the thing ye know of, what is the reaſon'y< will nor 


| mendit? itis ſome thing that hath cleaved to you this 


year , .and theother year , and feverall years - had ye 
done bur this for me (asif the Lord would fay) and for. 


- gone this little perty thing: for me , I ſhould have made 


your peace run down a$a river, upon your Conſcience 
ir, whether or nor Ioffered it good cheap ro vou , if 


ye would ove but a litcle more paines ; and for give 2 


lirtle ſmallthing that ye know well enough whar it is for, 


[-I will nottell you whatitis, I rbivk irnor worth the na- 
2. ming , ye ſhou'd have had peace andlperfect peace.Ttis 
« 4 fore marter, that weſhould fill keep in our yexation & 


C _ 
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diſquietpeſs:, which is all , becauſe we will not forſake |. 
the thing we know of, I ſay then , God hath the righe |* 
end of the ſtring , come of us all what will, he is free [© 
of our ruine. Let us therefore juſtify him,and vindicart Þ! 
his juſtice, and free grace,for it hath done whatirt could Þ* 

, C0, With creditand honeſty.to the Court of Heaven. Let ' 
us therefore take with our fins, and blame our ſelves, 
for we have deſtroyed our ſ{clyes- 

We comenow to the words » as they arean encou- 
ragement , anda ground of hope for the future , butin þ- 
me thy.help ſhall be 3 ſo the word may be rendred , nor | 
only have T ay done you good ,butlI can yet help, and 
I will helpyou , for all that is come upon you. I ſhall 
once help you in ſpite of their hearts that would bear 

ou down, Here obſerve two dottrins, 1. In the | 
oweſt condition the Church of God and Iſrael can be 
in, God can help , there is helpin God, if hepleaſe,|_ 
to pur it out for Ilrael, Thou by thy fn haſt deſtroyed | 
thy ſelf, and theſe folk as Inftruments have broken 
youall , and dung you all down , and they think ye 
can never be raiſed up 2gain, bur foras lowas ye are, |. 
Ican help you. , for all things are poſlible with God, 
even theſe things,that are impofitble with men; he doth | 
whatſoever pleaſeth him in Heaven and in Earth, being þ, - 
KingofKings and Lord of Lords ; he is higher than 
the higheſt. Our God can deliver us, ſay the three Chil- 
dren, yeahe will deliver us-3 they were as low as we 
are » they had the King and all the Court abour them, | 
ard ready tocaſt them into a fiery furnace made ready 
alſo for them , which alſo they did , and yet God der 
livered them. I donot think that ye queſtion this 1n | - 
your judgment , that God can deliver 3 yet before I 
ſpeak to the other doEtrine , that ſaith God will deliver |. 
; you, I ſhall ſhew you ſome wayes » herein God can 


help his people in their loweſt condition, ard in _ | 
ot 
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pf theſe wayes God can helpus , ifhe pleaſe. T. He 
can help his people by deſtroying them , by that he 
makes lion happy evermore 3 in death he makes them 
Conquerors ; he makes them ſay of the bitter afflictions , 
ÞnJ ſtrerks , that it is good for me that I was afflicted. 
ereacheth and inſtructerh them out of his Law by his 
chaſtenihg them. 2. He can help them by his admi- 
rable bearing them up , and ſupporting them in their 
condition, by ſtaying his rough wind in the day of his 
Eaſt wind » correing them in meaſure and judgment, 
even when he ſeemes to make the waters runover them 


- and overflow them, though he brings them thi ough the 


fire and water , yet he brings them through : herakes 

away the ſting of the rod and affliction. and bears them 
punder it. 2- Hecan help them, by caſting their help . 

in the ordinary channel, bv ordinary means and inſtru- - 


'[ments » even when their caſe is very low , and ſeems ts 


de deſperat , as toan outgate, and there is ho man for 
elp appearing » within a ſhort time he can caſt their 
elp in the ordinary channel- Y e are, it may be, think- 
ng , that God muſt work a miracle before we can be 
elped 3 but he can pur our help in the ordinary chan- 
nel yery ſoen.,, as he did in the year thirty eighth, when 


The threw down the Prelats. He can cauſe rhe ſpiric 


deſcend upon his people ,and great Saviours on mount 
Lion , and pur itin the hearts of his people ro ariſe , to 
he raiſing of his intereſts, cauſe, Covenant, Ordinances 
and work ;* he can ratſ{e up ſeven Shepherds, andeight 
principal men- 3. He can do it in an extraordinary 


[manner, he can creat help, he ſhall creat help for mes 

ſaith David, creat deliverance for Iſrael, is a prayer 

ff faith that it ſhould be, and God ſhall ſend down help 

immediarly from Heaven,z he will order all things as 

they are remaining, God 'will work wonders, but he will 

Þeabout with theſe folk, and help his people. 
CA 
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Uſe x. The people of God ſhould not deſpair,though. | 
their condirion ſeems to be irrecoverable. It ſeemega; 
ſoroyou, butitis not ſoto God ; the things that arh 
1mpoſlible to men arenot impoſlible ro God. What theo' 
matter , though God ding nsall down » if he will dh: 
good to our ſouls, and teach us our of his law. 2 whap 
the matter though we ly under theſe folks feet for gev 
time ?f he will make our worſt condition beft. Whayf/ 
the matter though we want the publick ordinances fo ' 
a while, if he prove a little Sanftuary to us 2? and ith 
ye ger your leſſon taughrby the Maſter himſelf, whap t 
15an Interpreter , one ofa thouſand , not only amongfho 
the threes , but above them all. What the mattetþha) 
. though he blow up all outward worldly helps , ſeeingey 
ye havea proofe of their emprineſs,8 ſecing he can hely 2 
either in an ordinary , or extraordinary channel > Letj « 
us never be diſcouraged, and tyne hearr ; if the heart bqo 
gone, all is gone. SY Inc 


SERMON 3. 


s: . ;3,. Wa 
| | | mit 
I Come now to the third DoEtrine , That the Churchp!91 

of God in her loweſt condition , may warranrablyſ! 
'06k 2nd wait for help from God. Not onply can hq"t 
. help, burſhe is obliged to wait for it. Take only thafuC 
Scripture ro prove it. Pſ 130, laſt v. Let Iſracl hope Inc 
_ the Lord foreverandever, that day can never dawn Þ* 
- neither can thar caſe befal Iſrael, wherein he is not obP®! 
liged to hope 5-and if to hope, then to look for help-0 

| from God, | 

I | 
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| In ſpeaking to this T ſhall ſpeak to theſe things. 
welf. Shortly to the low condition whereinto the Church: 
emegay be brought. 2. Whargrounds of hope. hath rhe 
t arPhurth itt her loweſt condition to'look for help from 
tth$od. 3+ What conditions are required ina Church, 
11 dphich may warrantably look for help from God.4.How 
whatr was this promiſe verified ro the Church of. the 
or ewes. 5. Whether ornot it be applicable to the Church 
V hayf Brittain and Ireland, | | 
s fo To the firſt , The low condition into which the 
id iChurch may be brought: -x. She may be defaced both 
whas to her Civil and Ecclefiaſtick Government » the au- 
ngfthority of both may be looſed , and the people of God 
ttetgpay be as ſcattered bones aþour the graves mouth , and 
eingew of rheir own reſentthis. ; Ants | 
help 2. What are the grounds npon which 'the Church is 
Leto expedt help, when thus made low , and there is none. 
t bqo help. Anf. The Covenant is one ground , you muſt 
 pnderſtand, that God hath ade a Covenant with this 
of bi rch, which is everlafting and'perpetrual , that he 
— p1ll do ſuch and ſuch things for her , even a Covenant 
'pf peace , which ſhall nat be removed. And of the Tribe 
"pf Levi he harh ſaid, that it ſhall nor want a mano offer 
n offering to the Lord for ever : as David ſhall nor 
vanta man to fit onhis Throne',. which is verified in 
Chrift ; ſo the Tribe of Levi: ſhall not. want a man to 
niniſter before the Lord from generation to genera= 
rch$ion 3 whenrhey were tnalow condition , he ſaid, I + 
blywillremember my Covenant. Many a black thing did 
; hqhe Covenant keepoff, andin another place , I will do 
chaguch afid ſuch things'toyou , afcer all your whordoms 
eirpndadulteries > bur.not by thy Covenant. God harh 
»n Fayes of making our his Covenant that we have no 
ob $111 of; he hath a'poſe', and alittle purſe keeping in his 
xelpEovenant , that many do.not ſee. Indeed folk that have 
oy. : EYE caſt 
I | 
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back, when haveany thing to do for you I never mi 
+ him. 3+ A thirdground 1s the name and glory.of Ce 
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caſt off the Covenant » and have burnt it by the band of 


the Hangman, will get ſore bones , and ſore ſouls alſc 


butas for theſe thar cleave to it , they may,expedct helj 


on that ground. Hoſ,2.19.1 will berroth thee unto me 
righteouſneſs, inloving kindneſs &inmcv not only in rig 
reouſneſs, I will not only do thee all that Law bind 
a husband todo fora wife, bur ] will give rhee a c: 
by the Common , I will betroth thee in loving kind 
neſs and in mercy. 2. Adſecond groundis the head 


ſhip and ſuretyſhip of Chriſt under which he is com| 


by an eyerlaſting Covenant of Redemprion betw11 
him and his Father , once have I ſworn to David (goc 
honelt David underſtanding Chriſt who never wronge 
man) his ſeed ſhall endure for ever, and his Throne ſh: 
laſt as the.Sun before me. Pſ.89. 36. as forthee al 
by th: blood of thy Covenant I will ſend out thy priſoners « 
of the pit, wherein there is nowater. Zach:9.11, thy p 
ſoners, that is Chriſts priſoners out of the pit where 
there 15 no water, that 1s» out of Babylon a comfon 
Jeſs and heartleſs place, by the blood of thy Cavenan 
that 1s , through Chriſts Covenant confirmed by 
blood. Tt was through Chriſt they were ſet free.. Ar 
ſaith Daniel,Pan.9.17.Look down upon thy Sanctua 
for the Lords ſake, that 1s , for Chriſts ſake, the gre 
Prince Michael,that is ay for the Church. Lo Michae! of 
of the chief Princes came to help me. Dan. ro.13. Th 
ood honeſt Angel never failes me , but 1s ay at n 


which is mightily engaged fox the help of the Churc 
what wilt thou do to thy great name : is aftrong 
oument, whenall weapons have failed , that hath fo 
and vertue init z we muſt even have acaſt of thy ha 
for that , ſeeing thou haſt taken us to be thy peap 
and brought us out of Egypt ,-thou muſt nor —_—_— 
| cathl 


| 


| 


| heathentoſay, for miſchiefthou did ir to ly themup- 
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on the mountaines , and that thou waſt.not able to 
bring them to the Land thou: promiſed unto. their Fa- 
thers ; and fomerimes he ſaith, I wrought for my names 


fake, andatorher times , for my names ſake I will 


deferre mine anger , I will kold my hand , and not de= 
ſtroy them utterly. 4. A fourth ground is , That free 
love, which moved him to pity them , when they were 
lying in their blood, rank , open and ayowed enemies 
to him , thar ſame love will pity them ſtill' ; he pro. 
miſeth this, T will heal their backſlidings , and love 
them freely. * Hof. 14 3. I willevendo this freely , for 
ye have neither in you, noron you thar can help this bu= 
ſineſs. Theſe are moſt pregnant grounds, wherelipon the 
Church may expect help fioin Gods met. 

3. Whar are the Conditions .thatare tequited inz 
Church » which may warrantably expet help from 


God. Anf.'T. Iris required, that ſhe have ſomewhac 


of pure or linances, otherwiſe ſhe dzferves northe name 
of a Church; for it's not to 7 Lind , or fuch'imulcirtude 
of people, as fuch , that God by his promiſe is bound 
to, but ro a multitude or incorporation hiving pure 
ordinances.* This is that which madelirael xChurch, 
when they were miſerably corrupred with*Fdolatry, 
thzy khavin2 ſome of the pure ordinances,” asthe word, 
and ome of tne Sacraments as Circumcifion', ' and until 
they loſt the word , doarine, worſhip and'Sacraments 
altogether , God did never altogether 'rejeX& them. 
2. There muſt bea remnant, all rhz promiſes haveal- 
wayes a reſpe& tothe remnant, the'retnnant'of grace, 
though 1c be bur ſmall 3 hence ir is ſaid 5 if the Lord 
had not lefc us a remnant, 'we had been as $od4ome and. 
made like unto Gomurrah. 3. "There muſt be lnrter= 


ceſſors, the Church indeedis in a hard cafe, that wants - | 


them, as-is clear Ezck,22.30. 31. And 1 ſought fora man | 
_ C 4 amoggſt 
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amongſt them that ſhould make up the hedge, and ſtand in 


the gap before me forthe Land , but 1 found none, therefore | 
have 1 powred out my judgmens upon them , I have conſumed 
them with the fire of my wrath, their own way have ] recom= 


penſed upon thtir heads, ſaith the Lord. Yet in ſome ſingue 
larcaſes he helps» when there is none to help, and no 


Interceſlpr I/ai.59.16. And he ſaw that there was no man, ' 


and wondred that there was no Interceſſor , therefore his arme 
brought Salvation to bim , and his righteouſneſs ſuſtained 
him; and if ſo, much more when there are Interceflors, 
although they were buta few. Jer.5.1. Run ye to and fro 
through. the ſtreets of Teruſalem » and ſeek, and know in the 
broad places thereof , if ye can fini a man , that ſeeketh the 
truth, and: executeth judgment , and I wi'l pardon it. 4. It 
1s required , that that incorporation deſerves beft the 
title, and name of the true [Ifrael , and Church of God 
of any incorporation in the world , and that becauſe 
God hath reſolved ſtill co have a Church, and we cannot 
think that he will caſt off a bettex Church and keep a 
worſe... You ſhall find, that although Iſrael was often- 
times corrupted , yet evil asthey were, they were the 


beſt incorporarion in all the habitable world : and that 


was the thing that kept them to the fore, and gave them 
{ul arightiothatpromile , ler Iſrael hope.in the Lord 
for eyer and ever. Andyeteven 1n their worſt cafe in 
Captivity, andour of it; in well and wo; indeed they 
were Caſt off at laſt , buc there was goed reaſon for thar, 


for the Chriſtian Church camein , and took thejr rights 


and priviledges from them, ,Bur put out mine eye with 


any Inſtance, that they were wholly put away , while 


they.came in. Hence 1 conclude, that that Church ought 
to. hope. in the. Lord for ever and ever , and that 
even in their Joweft condition , » hen they have de- 
ſtroyed themſelyes ; and iffo, I hope our caſe is the ber» 
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4. How far was this promiſe verified to the Church 
jof Iſrael > Anſ.1. Inreſpetrhar ke helped them many 
times » and delivered them when they were very low, 
even from eternal judgments » how off did he deliver 
them when they cried unto him , when under the feet - 
of their Oppreſlors. ' 2. In reſpe&@rhat he kepr alway 


| alittle ftock and ſtool,and aremnant among them in'the 


captivity , and our-of it , which did bring fortha new 
brood, and multiplied three rimes more , eſpecially it 
was made out atthe coming of Chriſt,and the preaching 
of the Goſpel to them. 3- And chiefly,it ſhall be made 
par el their ingrafting, when Iſrael ſhall return to the 
ord; Es on 

5. How far may we make uſe of this promiſe, ang 
how. far is it applicable to the Church of Britrain an 
Ireland > In Anſwer to this , we ſhall firſt ſhew how far 


'f theſe conditions,which are required in a corporation 


which may warfantably expect help, are to be found in 
the Church of Brittain and Ireland. 2. We fhall ſhew 
ſome additional things , which may further ſtrengthen . 
our faith in this thing. | | | 
To the firſt > what of the conditions which are re= 
, quired inan incorporation which may warrantably'ex= 
pect help, orto be foundin the Church of Brittainand 
Ireland> Anſ.1. Thata Church muſt have pure ordi- 
nances z and. we ſay, we have pure ordinances., and 
much more pure thin God gavelf{ra2l groundto hope in 
him for; who will ſay againſt ir? we have the pure Word 
of God Preached » and pure Sacraments , andit is not 
1ong fince we had pure worthip , pure Dottrine , and 
pure Diſcipline and Government » all very nterthe pa- 
terne. Indeed there were yery great corruptions now 
broughtin ; but from whence have they come 2? from 
the Church of Brittain and Ireland ? we deny thar 3 for 
we declare before Heaven and Earth, thactheſe "0 
| c 5 dee 
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deſerve bet the name of the Church of Brittain and Tres | 


land, that they do adhere tothe Dotrine, vvorſhip, 


League and Covenant; bur theſe Corrupters have come 


Diſciplinz and Government ſyvorn to in our ſolemn . 


from.aparty , whom we have oppoſed fince the year 38. |. 


who have violently riven pure ordinances from us. 
When Iſrael was calt off, their defection was univerſal 
and arbitrary , voluntar and by choice 3 but we by vio- 
lence and force are driven from pure ordinances by an 
ungodly party , whom we have ſtriven with from 


the womb. 'They ſhall find that the Church of Scoclanl | 


wants not pure ordinances , but that ungodly party hath 
violemtly rugged them from the true Diſpenſers and 
Stewards of them , and hath intruded a pack of pro- 
phanz perjured ſlaves ro diſpenſe them ; the Lord 


1s our witneſs , we have not done it by choice, | 


2, There muſt be a remnant ; I neyer bade better , for 
we plead. » that there is a numerous remnant in the 
Church of Briz:ainand Ire/and , and ſuch a remnant as 
was never found , forany thing we know. in any Na- 
tion or Kingdomeat-once, I grant rhe remnant is far 
from their ducv> but whar can ye conclude from that ; 
that God will l-ave that Church > Ideny that to fol-' 
low; Iwill indeed conclude the cloud to be grow- 
ing , and that ir is not at it's height, bur nor 
that God will give up with that Church. I will get yoa 
Scriptures to ſpeak the Contrary, particularly Fer,5-1- 
and Iſa.6. ult. the remnant ſhall be asa teil tree , it1s 
a ſignificant. word , it ſignifies the terriſe that was on the 
North of J-ruſalem, which kept the ſtorme off the 
-Temple , and ſhill be as an Oak , whoſe ſubſtance is in 
them , the holy ſeed ſhall be the ſubſtance ofthe Land," 
andifſo, then God and the Church of Britt ain and Ire- 
land canaot ſhed , for that condition is mightily verified 
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init, 3. There muſtbe Interceſlors,l grant,rhac gives; |. 
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« 


| adaſhtoonr faith ; but although we have been, in the 


ſenſe of our ſin,granting that we are far from what we 


” ſhould have beenart , yet God and the World knowes 


that there are Interceſſors for the Church of Britain 
and Ireland , inthe Land , and out of the Land, And 
if God ſought but one, and would have ſpared for ones 
ſake; I dare ſay, there are many. thouſands lamengu 

over the condition of Brittain and Ireland, Do mean 
that God will ſhur qu their prayer : he will regard, the 
prayer of the deſtirure ,- there hath been many a;lappy 
prayer put up, and many a tear ſhed withinj theſe four 
years 3 and the people of God haye; been filling Gods | 
bottle with them , and we hope. it ſhall be fullere ithe 


long , every one of his ſhould be helping ro All wr}, Jt 


isa ſtrange thing,though there be ſa many Godly: folk, 
thar we cannot ger Gods bottle filled up amongſius» 


whenit is full, they will make the wheele of-provt- 


dence go about to the confuſion of enemies,and the x&- 
demption of his people. 4. "The Church which may 
warrantably expe& help , muſt have. the belt claime 
to be called - the true Church of: any; Church mn 


the World. And I preſume, that this Conditionſtands - 


mightily verified in the Church of Britain and Irdand, 


 F-ſay it, with ſubmiſſion to others wbo know betterthe 


affairs of other Churches abroad than I do. Wethave 


- pure ordinances . and are under Covenant with God. 


we haveinfeſt our ſeed in them , andhavelaid all tothe 
ſtaik for them , and have been fignally owned'of God 1n 
that work, andthe rumour hath gone abroad S_ ! 
the Reformed Churches , that we are the pureſt Church, | 
wherein we will find the beſtticle and claime: if char will © 
notdoit, yemay think men may take their-word again 7 
in their Covenamting, bur that cannot be withour con © 


ſent of patties, ye will ſay , thatthe Church of Brarzram + 


and Ireland hath broken Cayenaat with God, gs . 
that - 


_ 5 
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that is a great ObjeCtion. I grant indeed our Rulers 
have jJudicially broken Covenant. to rheir ſhame , and 


the Prelarick party bath voluntarily and deliberarly done _ 
ir: bur isrhat rhe deed of che Church of Scotland ? I 


deny; fortheſe that beſt deſerves the name of che one, do 
abominat chatdeed of theirs, and do cleave to the Cove- 
naht , and are ſuffering , becauſe they will not break it. 
Thar the pureſt remnant may deſervedly be called the 
Church , Read Pſal. 22. penulr.' -a ſeed ſhall ſerve 
him,' and it ſhall be counted to the' Lord for a gene= 
ration- The ſeed that ſorts him iscounted the Church , 
theſe who adhereto bim , his Covenantand ordinances , 
' and bear Teſtimony apainfſt all thar breaks his Covenanr, 
-and are backſliders, and they ſhall declare his righteouſ. 
-neſs tothe generation to come , that he hath done this. 


:Hold your tongue; They are not yet borne, bur intheir 


© mothers womb , andrheir fathers loins, who ſhall reap 
-the good of this work, that we are fuffering for. Take 
-up your heart then, and be not diſcouraged, ſeeing we 
"have: ſuch acceſs ro theſe four conditions , for as they 
have advanced , rhey ſhall ger all-we have erethey ger 
'them: yer let us hold te our claime., while a beret 
come ,' andtake ir from us, I ſhall in. the vextroome , 
. give youſomefew.Items that every laſs & 1ad may make 
-uſe of for ſtrengthening their faith tharGoi'will help Iwe 
-bave avery- infolent party, ro-deal with , who have made 
. void Gods law, and eftabliſhed iniquity by alaw. And 
:ſhall the throne of iniquity have place with Gbd > Noic 
. *Cannot be, :they are. bloody and deceitful men, and 
[ſhall they live half thetr dayes? No, they ſhall nor : they 
- chavebroken Covenant, and committed the. moſt hor- 
* -.rid breach that ever was heard tell of, :they have nor 
only broken it , bur burnc it with the hand of the 


* -hangman. Shall they break the Covenant and proſper ? 


| 'thallcheyburnir, andbe delivered ? no , they thall 
He | "7 þ | not, 
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not , and their fall is liketo our. riſing. '2- They ate 
become grievous Oppreſſors they have little roreado 


" now but drawGentlemen and others to their unhappy 


enſnaring courts to fine & confine, for the ſighs of the 
poor and the cries of the needy God will ariſe. 3. This 
quarrel and controverſy betwixt them and us is ronew 
thing » and God hath not yet fully decided it , whether 
they be right or we. We have been fighting with them 
theſe ſeveral years , and have been ſetting the work of 
Reformation up the bray , and ay as we ſet it up , they 
dang it down. Now it ſtands God'on his credit to car= 
ry the dzy freely from them without a ſtart of them , 
for his work is perfect. 4. There isa number of God- 
ly, able and faithful Miniſters in the Land. The 
people of God-inall generations did look on that as 
a ſigne of an haryeſt. Alas ! if there be no more to 
follow , It ſhall be a figne of our ruine. Hath he 
poliſhed ſo many ſhefts , rolerthetm ly by , and hath 
no more ado'wichthem? that we can neither think nor 
ſay. 5+ I know no place in all che World , where 
there isawork of God breaking up. If there were 2 
work - breaking up elſe where , indeed ÞT would be 
feared , they would come and. inhaurie the rights, 
and take away the inheritance from us ; but Face 
there is not a place in the World , where there is 2 
work of God breaking up, bur all the powers of the 
earth are a2ainſt our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and nothing 
bur darkneſs covering the earth. ' Therefore we can= 
not think that God hath a nund to throw down his 
Temple here , till we know of 2 better ſer up elſe 
where. 6. T he hopes of the people of God faith ſome 


whar , they have hopes that cannot fail , chongh, ma= 4.4 


ry think Jittle of their hope , and thoygh they carſ- 
not give a ſolide reaſon of them » yer they .cannot be 
pur off it, bur God will ſend help. You muſt let-thent 

alongs 
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_ alone» for theexpeRation of the poor ſhall not faile, 
"God that hath wrong that impreſſion of hope in them, 
he will not ſuffer t 

anſwer their expe@ation. 7. I apprehend thar the 
nameof God is ſingularly engaged for the Church of 
Brittain and Freland, 1 will rell you , how Irhink the 
Name of. God. is ſingularly engaged , the word is 
gone through all che Churches , that theſe three King - 
domes of Scotland , England and Ireland have entred 
into.a Covenant with God, ro reforme Religion to the 
ntmoſt pin , and that they have laid all to the ſtake for 
that vyork , and that God did ovvn them fingularly in 
it , and many a carcaſs fell to.the ground for ir 
and many a pound and penny vvas ſpent for it. And 
though 'miany did net vvhat they did vvith a perfect 
heart, yet there vyere many honeſt. The vvord novy 
runs again, that that ſame very party , vvo did engage 


their lives and fortunes for that vyork are broughr- 


into ſlavery and bondaze by a prevailing-party , the 
yileſt of men , .and off-ſcourings of the Land , and 
thar for their adhering to the Covenanr/, they are novy 
brought under contempt by thar ſame very thing, 


whereby they were made honourable ; rid your feer of 


hat my dear hearts if ye can. It may be ye will fay, that 
that party hath fallen from their firft love. I grant 
that, bur theſe are caſes of Conſcience we mult keep 
amonglt our ſelves. What knowes the Nations abroad 
of thar. 1 cannot ſee how he can live and nor help 
ns (with reverence be ir ſpoken) without a mighry 
diſparagenient to-him. O Lord, what wilt thou do 
eo thy great name 2? TI have reckoned it a \pecial pro- 


i= ad 


Ef, videnceof God, that hath led me to this Text , to fix 


*. 
o 


Ya two Trurhs upon you. The one is, thar you 
” tobe blamed for your own deftcution. And the 


- 


hand, 


em to be ashamed, if it will but - 


ther , that your help is in God, | take them all in_ 


Mr VVilliam Guthrey. 

| hand, be they Miniſters or people who clear them- 
ſelves of the firſt , that they have taken with their 

| finnes , that have deſtroyed them , then God 

ſhall clear himſelf of the ſecond. Let us hope and 

wait for it, ſeeing Iſrael may hope in the Lord forever 


and eyers 


1 


